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AMENDMR NTS TO Tm CLAIMS: 

\ . (Original) A cage member engageable with a nut member having a threaded aperture, 
thereby providing a cage nut assembly, said cage member comprising a body configured to 
encage the nut member and having an aperture formed therein Nvhich is configured lo allow 
access to the threaded aperture of the nut member when the nut member is generally encaged 
by said cage member, said body having a base portion and first and second aim portions 
extending fi-om said base portion, and a seam defined between said first and second arm 
portions, at least one of said first and second arm portions having at least one protrusion, said 
at least one protrusion configured to be weldable to a mating surfhce to secure said cage 
member to the mating surface, said seam being provided proximate to the mating surface. 

2. (Original) A cage member as defined in claim 1 , wherein said at least one protrusion 
is positioned proximate to said seam. 

3. (Original) A cage member as defined in claim 1, wherein said first aim portion and 
said second arm portion define a lower surface of said cage member which faces the mating 
surface, said at least one protrusion protruding &om said lower surface of said cage member. 
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4. (Original) A cage member as defined m claim 1, wherein said at least one protrusion 
is a single proLnision which is segmented by said seam to define adjac^ent segments of said 
single protrusion which are proximate to one another such that said seam is provided 
therebetween and sxtch that said adjacent segments of said protrusion form a generally whole 
protrusion, said adjacent segments of said protrusion being weldable to the mating surface 
and to one another along said seam. 

5. (Original) A cage member as defined in claim 4, wherein said seam extends between 
said adjacent segments of said protrusion such that each said adjacent segment of said 
protrusion comprises generally half of said generally whole protrusion. 

6^ (Original) A cage member as defined in claim 1, wherein said at least one protrusion 
is a pair of protrusions, each said protrusion being segmented by said seam to define adjacent 
segments of each said protrusion which are proximate to one another such that said seam is 
provided therebetween and such that said adjacent segments of each said protrusion form a 
generally whole protrusion, said adjacent segments of each said protrusion being weldable to 
the mating surface and to one another along said seam, 

7. (Original) A cage member as defined in claim 6, wherein said seam extends between 
said adjacent segments of each said protrusion such that each said adjacent segment of each 
said protrusion comprises generally half of said generally whole protrusions. 

8. (Original) A cage member as defined in claim 1, wh^ein said at least one protrusion 
is formed as a dimple. 

3 
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9. (Original) A cage member as defined in claim I, wherein said at least one protrusion 
is fonned as a tab. 

1 0. (Original) A cage member engageable with a nut member having a threaded aperture, 
thereby providing a cage nut assembly, said cage member comprising a body configured to 
encage the nut member and having an aperture fomied therein which is configured to allow 
access to the threaded aperture of the nut member when the nui member is generally encaged 
by said cage member, said body havhig a plurality of sidewalls, two of said sidewalk havmg 
free ends which are proximate to one another, and a scam defined between said fiee ends of 
said two sidewalls, at least one of said two sidewalls having at least one protrusion, said at 
least one protrusion configured to be weldable to a mating surface to secure said cage 
member to the m a ting surface, said seam being provided proximate to the mating surface. 

1 1 . (Original) A cage member as defined in claim 10, wherein said at least one protrusion 
is positioned proximate to said scam. 

12. (Original) A cage member as defined in claim 1 0, wherein two sidewalls define a 
bottom edge of said cage member which faces the mating surface, said at least one protrusion 
protruding irom said bottom edge of said cage member. 



4 
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1 3. (Original) A cage member as dejfined in claim 1 2, wherein said at least one protrusion 
is a single protrusion which is segmented by said seam to define adjacent segments of said 
single protrusion which are proximate to one another such that said seam is provided 
therebetween and such that said adjacent segments of said protrusion form a generally whole 
protrusion, said adjacent segments of said protrusion being weldable to the mating sur^c 
and to one another along said seam. 

14. (Original) A cage member as defined in claim 1 3, wherein said seam extends between 
said adjacent segments of said protrusion such that each said adjacent segment of said 
protrusion comprises generally half of said generally whole protrusion. 

15. (Original) A cage member as deHned in claim 12, wherein said at least one protrusion 
is fonncd on said bottom edge of one of said two sidewalls proximate to said free end thereof 
such that said one protrusion overlaps onto said bottom edge of said other of said two 
sidewalls proximate to said free end thereof. 

16. (Original) A cage member as defined in claim IS, wherein said scam extends between 
said one overlapping protrusion and satd bottom edge of said other of said two sidewalls 
proximate to said JOree end thereof such that said one overlapping protrusion and said bottom 
edge are weldable to one another along said seam. 

17. (Original) A cage member as defined in claim 10^ wherein said at least one protrusion 
is formed as a tab. 
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18. (Original) A cage member as defined in claim 10, wherein one of said sidewalls 
having a free end has a dove-tail pocket provided therein and wherein said other one of said 
sidewalls having a free end has a dove-tail extension provided thereon which is capable of 
being positioned within said dovc-tail pocket to interlock said two sidewalls together. 

19. (Original) A cage member as defined in claim 1 0, wherein a nut servicing window is 
provided proximate to one of said plurality of sidewalls and wherein a flange is provided 
which covers a portion of said window and which is bendable to allow access to the nut 
member when the nut member is encaged within said cage member. 

20. (Previously presented) A cage member as de6ned in claim 10, wherein at least one of 
said plurality of sidewalls has a foldablc arm extending therefrom which is configured to fold 
around a portion of a lower surface of the nut member to support the nut member when the 
nut member is encaged within said cage member. 
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2 1 . (Original) A cage nut assembly comprising: 

a nut member having a threaded aperture therethrough; and 

a cage member having a body configured to encage said nut member and having an 
aperture fomied therein which is configured to allow access to said threaded apeituie of said 
nut member when said nut member is generally encaged by said cage member, said body 
having a base portion and first and second arm portions extending from said base portion, and 
a scam defined between said firsi and second arm portions, at least one of said first and 
second arm portions having at least one protrusion, said at least one protrusion configured to 
be wcldable to a mating surface to secure said cage member to the mating surface, said seam 
being provided proximate to the mating sur&ce. 

22. (Original) A cage nut assembly as defined in claim 21, wherein said at least one 
protrusion is a single protrusion which is segmented by said seam to define adjacent segments 
of said single protrx&sion which are proximate to one another such that said seam is provided 
therebetween and such that said adjacent segments of said protrusion forni a generally whole 
protrusion, said adjacent segments of said protrusion being weldable to the mating surface 
and to one another along said scam. 

23. (Original) A cage nut assembly as defined in claim 2 1 , wherein said at least one 
protrusion is a pair of protrusions, each said protrusion being segmented by said seam to 
define adjacent segments of each said protrusion which are proximate to one another such 
that said seam is provided therebetween and such that said adjacent segments of each said 
protrusion form a generally whole protrusion, said adjacent segments of each said protrusion 
being weldable to the mating surface and to one another along said seam. 
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24. (Original) A cage nut assembly comprising: 

a nut member having a threaded aperture th^ethrough; and 

a cage member having a body configured to encage said nut member and having an 
aperture formed therein which is configured to allow access to said threaded apertun^ of said 
nut member when said nut member is generally encaged by said cage member, said body 
having a plurality of sidewalls, Iwo of said sidewalls having fi-ee ends which are proximate to 
one another, and a seam defined between said free ends of said two sidewalls, at least one of 
said two sidewalls having at least one protrusion, said at least one protrusion configured to be 
weldable to a mating surface to secure said cage member to the mating surface, said seam 
being provided proximate to the mating surface, said two sidewalls defining a bottom edge of 
said cage member which faces the mating surface, said at least one protrusion protruding 
firom said bottom edge of said cage member. 

25. (Original) A cage nut assembly as defined in claim 24, wherein said at least one 
protrusion is a single protrusion which is segmented by said seam to define adjacent segments 
of said single protrusion which are proximate to one another such that said seam is provided 
therebetween and such that said adjacent segments of said protrusion form a generally whole 
protrusion, said adjacent segments of said protrusion being weldable to the mating surface 
and to one another along said seam. 

26. (Original) A cage nut assembly as defined in claim 24, wherein said at least one 
protrusion is formed on said bottom edge of one of said two sidewalls proximate to said free 
end thereof such that said one protrusion overl^^s onto said bottom edge of said other of said 
two sidewalls proximate to said fi'ee end thereof. 

8 
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27. (Previously presented) A cage member as defined in claim 1, wherein said body 
includes at least one flange member which is configured to be moved in a first direction in 
order to encage the nut member within said body. 

28. (Previously presented) A cage member as defined in claim 27, wherein said at least 
one flange niera.ber is further configured to be moved in a second direction, which is opposite 
said first direction^ in order lo allow for removal of the nut member firom within said body. 

29. (Previously presented) A cage member as defined in claim 27, wherein said at least 
one flange member is integrally formed witii said body. 

30. (Previously presented) A cage member as defined in claim 27, wherein said body 
includes two flange members. 

3 1 . (Previously presented) A cage member as defined in claim 27» wherein said at least 
one flange member extends from said base portion of said body. 

32. (Previously presented) A cage member as defined in claim 31, wherein said at least 
one flange member is j^nerally L-shaped such that it has a first portion and a second portion 
which is generally angled fi'om said first portion. 
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33. (Previously presented) A cage member as defined in claira 20, wherein two of said 
plurality ofsidcwalls have foldable arms extending therefirom which are configured to fold 
around said lower surface of the nut member to support the nut member when the nut member 
is encaged within said cage member. 

34. (Previously presented) A cage nut assembly as defined in claim 21 , wherein said body 
includes at least one flange member which is configured to be moved in a first direction in 
order to encage said nut member within said body. 

35. (Previously presented) A cage nut assembly as defined in claim 34, wherein said at 
least one flange member is further configured to be moved in a second direction, which is 
opposite said first direction, in order to allow for removal of said nut member ftom within 
said body. 

36. (Previously presented) A cage nut assembly as defined in claim 34, wherein said at 
least one flange is integrally formed with said body 

37. (Previously presented) A cage nut assembly as defined in claim 34, wherein said body 
includes two flange members. 

38. (Previously presented) A cage nut assembly as defined in claim 34, wherein said at 
least one flange member extends from said base portion of said body. 
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39. (Previously presented) A cage nut assembly as defined in claim 38, wherein said at 
least one nange member is generally L-shaped such that it has a first portion and a second 
portion which is generally angled from said first portion, 

40. (Previously presented) A cage nut assembly as defined in claim 24, wherein said cage 
member has a nut servicing window provided proximate to one of said plurality of sidcwalls 
and wherein a flange is provided which covers a portion of said window and which is 
bendable to allow access to said nut membCT when said nut member is encaged within said 
cage member. 

4 1 . (Previously presented) A cage nut assembly as defined in claim 24, wherein at least 
one of said plurality of sidcwalls of said cage member has a foldable arm extending therefi-om 
which is configured to fold around a portion of a lower surface of said nut member to support 
said nut member when said nut member is encaged within said cage mcsmber. 

42. (Previously presented) A cage nut assembly as defined in claim 41, wherein two of 
said plurality of sidewalls of said cage member have foldable arms extending therefirom 
which are configured to fold aroimd said portion of said lower surface of said nut member to 
support said nut member when said nut member is encaged within said cage member. 
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43. (New) A cage member engageable with a nut member having a threaded aperture, 
thereby providing a cage nut assembly, said cage member comprising a body configured to 
encage the nut member and having an £Q>erture formed therein, said aperture configured to 
allow access to the threaded aperture of the nut member when the nut member is generally 
encaged by said cage member, said body defining a weldable seam and having at least one 
protrusion, said protrusion configured to provide that said protrusion is weldable to a mating 
surface to secure said cage member to the mating surface. 
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